Aiming to set a clean-water example: Grant-funded project will help keep runoff out of waterways
By DIANA SCHOBERG
The Patriot Ledger
SCITUATE - Scituate is known for its connection to water.

Now, its conservation commission is doing something to make sure that the town is known for water that is clean.

The commission won a $148,778 grant from the state Department of Natural Resources to showcase something called low-impact development, a new, comprehensive approach to land planning and engineering that keeps storm water on the given site so it can filter back into the ground instead of running into waterways.

‘‘We’re looking at improving water quality into the water supply, and also water quality that runs into Herring Brook down below the water supply,’’ conservation commission Chairman Michael Clark said.

Clark and town Conservation Agent Vincent Kalishes met earlier this week with representatives from the state Department of Environmental Protection and a consultant to jump-start the project. They discussed a schedule and toured parts of the Old Oaken Bucket watershed.

Five locations on town property within the watershed have been chosen as sites for the project, which will begin with the creation of two rain gardens on Hughey Road. The road, which is off Country Way, was chosen because Tan Brook, a tributary of Old Oaken Bucket Pond, runs under it.

Rain gardens are bowl-shaped gardens containing perennial native plants. They are created in small depressions to absorb storm water that otherwise would run into storm drains.

The neighborhood has already taken part in a rain-garden project through the Massachusetts Riverway Program and the First Herring Brook Watershed Initiative.

Clark said the conservation commission aims to have the Hughey Road rain gardens completed by the fall.

Rain gardens are also planned off Country Way, near where it meets Route 3A. That element of the project is being put off until roadwork being done in conjunction with the Greenbush commuter rail project has been finished.

Other filtering basins are planned for spots along Country Way and the New Driftway.

The town’s public works department will be doing the construction work.

Money from the grant also will be used to pay for participation in the North and South Rivers Watershed Association’s Greenscapes program.

The conservation commission will write a report for publication to educate the engineering community about the techniques used in the project.

Clark said low-impact development has become a priority of the state.

‘‘Some of these techniques, especially rain gardens, are going to be seen more and more to manage storm water,’’ he said.

Diana Schoberg may be reached at dschoberg@ledger.com .
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